
Thom Gossom Jr. 
Thom Gossom Jr. is an actor, writer, speaker and 
communications consultant. He is the owner of Best 
Gurl inc. a multi-platform communication firm. 
Gossom’s story of overcoming odds and 
achievement, (The Film Of My Life) is an everyman 
tale that motivates, inspires, and encourages the 
audience to write the film of their lives.  

A pioneer African American athlete in the Deep 
South, Gossom dared to walk-on to the Auburn 
University football field, earn a full scholarship, and 
become a three-year starter. Despite great success on 
the field, and writing for the student newspaper, he 
faced loneliness and isolation. In March 1975, he 
received his Bachelor of Arts in communication, and 
became the first African American athlete to graduate 
at the university. 

He is featured in the HBO documentary Breaking the 
Huddle and in his memoir Walk-On My Reluctant 
Journey to Integration at Auburn University.  

Forty-five years after entering the university as a 
pioneer, he returned as Chairman of the Foundation 
Board and led the first ever Billion Dollar 
comprehensive capital campaign. 

Gossom began his communications career at 
BellSouth/AT&T, before starting Best Gurl, inc.   

As an actor, Gossom has starred in Fight Club, 
Jeepers Creepers 2, NYPD Blue, Containment and 
others.   

“Not only did we learn of his journey, but we saw his 
brilliance as a storyteller and an actor played out before 
our eyes, it was captivating.”  
Dottie Blair, Leadership Montgomery Power Lunch 
Committee Chair 

“I’ve known Thom Gossom for over a decade as a real go 
to guy among Hollywood actors.  What a rush to now 
discover him as a blue-chip storyteller of passion, wit and 
wisdom.” 
Alfree Woodard, Award winning actress  
 
“Thom was another kind of hero a true and courageous 
leader of men, intelligent and big enough to love a place 
that didn't always love him back…when changes were 
coming fast and furious, dramatically sorting out the sheep 
and the goats, the heroes and the cowards.” 
Rheta Grimsley Johnson 
Syndicated Columnist, Pulitzer Nominee 
 

 
Topics 

- The Film of My life  
- Access and Inclusion  
- The Billion-Dollar Campaign  
- The Moments of Our Lives 
- I Never Had an Entourage 

 
Partial Client List 

- Auburn University 
- Gulf Power 
- Kiwanis Birmingham 
- Leadership Montgomery 
- Zodiac Seats 

“I laughed, I cried, I felt warm all over and at times 
my heart ached, sometimes all at the same time...what 
a wonderful piece of work.” 
David Housel, Athletic Director Emeritus Auburn 
University 

 
  
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
     Booking: Info@RemarkableSpeakersBureau.com  
   or (888)-776-3155 


